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The Right Worſhipful -. 
CHARLES WALCOT Eq; 
igh Sheriff of the County of Sali: 


AND TO rn „ 


Gentlemen of the Grand jury of the ſaid | 
County. | 


Edward Baldwyn, Eſq; 
George Waicor, Eſq, 


The Right Honourable 
Lord Viſcount Kilmorey, 
ir Thomas Lawley, Bar. | Thomas Lloyd, Gent. 
fohn Kynafton, Eſq; George Bold, Gent, 

loger Owen, Eiq, Thomas Dounes, Gent. 
Edward Creſſett, Eſq; Richard Archer, Gent, 
Richard Aytton, Eſq , ] Allen Fidgeon, Gent. 
Thomas Sand ford, Eſq; Thomas Har word, Gent. 


mon Hanmer, Elq; Thomas Brooke, Gent, 
harles Cotes, Eſqʒ 1 Thomas More, Gent. 
hit more Acton, Eſq; Thomas Holland, Gent. 
Viliam Tayleur, Eſq; Thomas Kynner/ly, Gent, 
chard Creſwell jun. Eſq, Adan Lutley, Gent, 
Valter Waring, Elq; John B irnes, Gent. 


lhomas Powell, Eſq; John Hill, Gent, 


GENTLEMEN, 
His Diſcourſe, being now made pablick in 


compliance with your Unanimous Requeſt, 


ves to you for your Acceptance, and challengeth 
pur Protection. I modeſtly hope the Matter of 
A 2 it 


im DEDICATION. 
it may be in ſome meaſure uſeſul, though 
dreſs it appears in be too mean to recommend i]! 
to the Nice Reader. This I can truly ſay, WW 
had no reſpect to any party of Men, but hu &G 
endeavour'd to diliver my ſelf with all th 
Plainneſs and Sinceriiy, that ſo important | 
Subject requires. But whatever be the fate g 
this Sermon, I can the more willingly unden 
it; ſince ii was the Happy occaſion of bringin 
me into the Knowledge of ſo many Worthy Gen. 
tlemen, ſi well affetted towards our Conſtitution 
both in Church and State, for whom Iſball alway 
preſerve an unfeigned eſteem, and account it a 


honour to Subſcrive my elf, 
Gentlemen, 
Tour moſt Obedient 


and Humble Servant, 


FRE D. CORNEWALLW te 
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GAL. 4. former part of the 18th Verſe. 
It is Good to be Zealouſly affected always in 4 
Good Thing. 

N Execution of that great Commiſſion, which 

their Lord and Maſter entruſted with them, 


Otwithftinding the unwearied Induſtry of 
the Apoſtles themſelves, and the prudent 
there ſoon aroſe, according to our Saviour's Prediction 


Falſe Prophets or Teachers; Who, by Falſe Gloſſes and 


Sophiſt icated Interpretations, debas'd the Majeſty of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and perverted the Minds of 
unſtable Men, who, for want of ballaſt, are too often 
carried away with the wind of every vain Doctrine. 
Of this fort were the Grofticks ( fo call'd from their 
extraordinary pretence to Knowledge) who follow'd 
cloſe” at the heels of St. Paul, to ſow their Tares, 
and ſpread their pernicious Doctrines. They had in 
his ablence, out of mere complaiſance to the Jews, 
cajol'd the Galatians into a fond belief of the neceſſity 
of Circumciſion, That the moſt Orthodox Profeſſion 
of the Articles of Chriſtianity, without this, as bein 

their great and ſtar. ding Priviiedge, the main Baſis — 
Foundation of their Confidence a: d Hopes of accep- 
tance with Heaven, was invalid and inſufficient. 
Hence the Great Doctor of the Geztiles, obſerving 
the malign influence this had upon the Minds of ſome 
of his new Converts, began vigorouſly to oppole this 


growing Error, and by an Eloquence — ads. 


himſelt, vindicates the Oeconomy of the Evangelical 
Dilpenſation, as being founded and eſtabliſhd upon bet- 
ter Promiſes than the om of Moſes could lay claim to. 
He tells them plainly, That f they be Circumcis'd, 
Chriſt would profit them not hiug, Cap. 5. Ver. 2. they 
thereby evacuate the deſign, and diſclaim all Right and 
Title to the favour of the Goſpel. Circumciſion was 


the 


(6) 

the Seal of the Covenant, ſt ruck with Abraham the 
Father of the Faithful, That the Bleſſed ſh: uld come 
out of his Poſterity, and therefore was the Sacrament 
of Faith, or believing in r ft to come, Rom. 4. 11, 23. 
But the Shadows being dilpell'd, the Veils taken away, 
the Partition- wall being broken down by the prevail. 
ing Grace of the Goſpel, and way made for all Nations 
to come in, Circumciſion of its own Nature ceas'd, 
Stand faſt therefore, ſays he, in the l berty of the Gof- 
pel, wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, ind be not again 
entangled in the yoke of bondage, v. 1. As if he ſhuuld 
have laid, When you have once taſted che Glorious 
Priviledges of the Goſpel, will you forfeit them aga n 
by a baſe compliance with the burthenſome ard (laviſh 
Ceremonies of the Law, which are now totally abo- 
liſh'd by the Appearance of the Son of God? Will you 
quit the Evangelical State, that Rational and Maſcu- 
line Religion, and ſubject your elves to the ex: 
Punctilio's, t hoſe numerous lmpoſirions,wherewith the 
Jems were clog'd and incumbred? Will you return 
again into the Wilderneſs, when you have the proſpect 
of ſo beautiful a Canaun before your Eyes? Will you 
ſubmit to the ſubtle inſinuations of ſuch, as are not 
your real, but pretended Friends? It is an old Artifice 
of thofe, who lie in wait to decie ve, to put on a mighty 
ew and appearance of Love and Paſſion, for thole 
Perſons, upon whom they intend to play their Game, 
but beware of them: They zealou/ly _ you, but not 
well; for they wou'd exclude you and us; you from 
the Liberty and Priviledges of the Goſpel, us from 
the Dignity and Honour of being true Apoſtles. The 
more violent their Zeal, the more it is to be ſuſpected; 
the more j2alous you ought to be of it. You muſt not 
determine of its ſincerity by its warm tranſports, but 
by its effect. For though it be good to be zealoully 
aftlecled, yet you muſt not miſtake the object, that 
muſt be indifpatably right; it ſhould always be in 4 
govd thing, | hus having clear'd the deſign of the A. 
poſtle in this Epiſtle, 1 come to conſider, 


I. What the Natwe of this Zeal is, ſo juſtly recom- 
mended in my Text. 
II. How 


(7) 
II. How, and in what manner it ought to be exercis'd+ 
III. What uſually cramps and ſtifles it. 

19. The Object about which it ought to be employ d. 
V. The Conſtancy of it, Always in à good thing. 


Of all theſe in their Order. 


The firſt Particular I am to examine, Is the Nature 
of this Zeal ſo highly approv'd in my Text, 


Zeal, as other Paſſions are (ſtyl'd Natural and 
Simple ones) is the Claſs of Things indifferent m 
themſelves, neither morally Good or Evil, but as it 
is plac'd and moderated, according to the degree and 
obje&t of it: For Zeal, as it is generally defin'd, is 
nothing elſe, but an earneſt concernment for, or a- 
gainſt — „ and a violent purſuit and proſecuti- 
on of it, Let this ſuffice for Zeal, in the general No- 
tion of it. There is indeed a boyſterous and miſ- 
guided Zeal for Religion, the heat of a Sanguine En- 
thuſiaſt ick Imagination ; 'tis like a Mad-man in the 
Dark, which lays about him without fear or wit; 
which carries Men beyond the limits of Reaſon, 
diſpoleth them to be Turbulent and Unquiet, and ai- 
ſturb the orderly Government of the World, 

This was fatally true to this Iſland in the late Tim 
when our Enemies could ſay, This is cur hour 
power of darkneſs, aud was the great cauſe of the ma- 
ny Troubles and Confuſions under which it miſerabl 
groan'd and ſtruggled for a long time, and was at fall 
unhappily thrown even to the Ground: And indeed, 
never are Men more violently bent to be diſorderly, 
and to attempt horrible things, than when they are 
carried away by the ignes fatu of a falſe zeal for Re- 
ligion, When it is work d up to an extravagant pitch, 
How inſatiable is its Malice! How reſtleſs and unwea- 
ried in its deſigns of Cruelty ! Who can ſet bounds to 
it, and arreſt its fury with this defiance, Hitherto 
Halt thou come, and no further? For when the Religi- 
ous Frenzy is at the height, and Mens Heads are upon 
the goodueſs ( as they think ) of the Cauſe, wherein 
God's Honour is concern'd, they are commonly intem- 


perately 
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(8) 
perately hot in the Service, and like the Prophet Jo. 
nah. imagine they do well to be angry; inſomuch, that 
there is no place left for a deliberate Prudence, and 
careful Conſideration ; but they are ready, without 
calling in the Siccours of Diſcretion, to engage furi- 
ouſly in any enterprize that looks that way; till per- 
haps at laſt, this Zeal for Religion, ends in the di1ho. 
nour of God and Religion too. But by a true Chri- 
ſtian Zea), properly (peaking, we are to underſtand 
a Pious Emotion of the Mind, a Religious warmth, 
a Powerful Inclinition towards Heaven and Heavenly 
Things, which ſtretcheth it ſelf towards the beloved 
Author of them; when with inflexible conſtancy we 
purſue the intereſt of Religion; when with warm 
and innocent Paſſions, we earneſtly contend for the 
honour of God, his Undoubted Truths, and Divine 
Worſhip; when we induſtriouſly aim at, in the courſe 
of all our Actions, the Peace and Proſperity of his 
Church, and with the greateſt abhorrence, deteſt, and 
irreconcilably hate, the things, that ſtaud in direct 
oppoſition and contradiction to theſe. Chriſtian Zeal 
is ſuch a Perfection, that ſhines with ſuch an heaven- 
ly Majeſty, ſuch a Spirit, a Warmth, an Air, or 
whatſoever you will be pleas'd to call it, that no Phan- 
taſtick Principle can ſo imitate it, but it will ſhame 
and detect the Rival, Tis this, which, like a Com- 
manding Spring, imparts Activity to that Religion 
which was before ſincere; it mflames the Mind to 
Virtuous and Generons Actions, awakes the ſleepy 
Vigour of the Soul, and enlivens its Faculties with a 
noble Celeſtial Ardor, with an efficacious Life and 
Sprightlineſs. 'Tis this, which, like the livelier 

arts of the Blood, call d the Animal Spirits in the 

ody, invigorates the ſluggiſh Mals, turns the im- 
pulſes of Nature into the right Channel; ſhakes of 
that Spiritual Drowfineſs, which otherwiſe would 
make us flat and dull in our Duty: In ſhort, tis the 
very Pulſe of Religion, if that beats low and vermi. 
c#{ates, we may conclude, That the very Life of it 
is in Danger. | | 

Shall we diſpute then, whither that deſerves the 
honourable Title of a Virtue, Which in the 1 
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of mere Reaſon and Nature ſtood always in the firſt 
Rank, and had the brighteſt Character? and ſurely 
then under Chriſtianity is become of much more 
eſpzcial Uſe and Necefliity : Nay. how can it be fe- 
narated from the reality of that Religion which we 
profeſs? But alas! tis obſervable that moſt of the 
Evangelical Graces and Vertues are liable to Ex- 
tremes and vicious Oppoſites ,, therefore great wari- 
nels is to be us'd, that we do not unluckily fall into 
1 ſinful exceſs on one hand, nor err in defect on the 
other. In order to prevent this, give me leave, 


l. To ſh m the manner how our Zeal ought to be ex- 


erciſed. | 4 


And here in the firſt place, we muſt take heedful 
care, That our Zeal be according to Knowledge, It 
ought not to take one ſtep without the ſteady 
guidance of a well inform'a Judgment, and clear 
ll:derftanding, that weighs all Things in a due bal- 
lance, and ſers it not at work Without the beſt in- 
ſtruction of unbials'd Reaſon. There muſt be a due 
mixture of Light, as well as Warmth; as Love' fills 
is Sails, ſo Wiſdom and Prudence muſt give it Ballaſt, 
this being a conſtant companion of all Vertues. Hirtus 
ulla prudentia caret : We muſt not blindly and pre- 
cpitately follow the common cry, and look no far- 
ther, but produce our ftrorg Refine, have rational 
grounds to go upon in our concernment for any thing, 
not.only ſuch, as will tati$he our o'wn private « on- 
ſciences, but ſuch, as we can juſtify to the whole 
World. We mut not rudely ruth into Action, 
Without Detign and Conſideration. Wi hout delibe- 
rate enquiries, and a in oagh conviction of che juſtice 
and goodneſs of the Cauſe we proiecute, dur Sacrifice 
ls but that of Fools, and whatever it be, it is not 
Religzon. And here we have juit reaſon to thank 
Cod, that thotz have always been, and ſtill are, the 
moit zealou/ly affected towards our happy Cunſtitu- 
tion, who have look'd moſt narrowly into the fun- 
damental Principles of our Church; and tnoſe muſt 


iolent againſt Her, that have not been at the _ 
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O 
of a ſtrict enquiry into the Reiſons and Arguments, 


upon Which it is Gronnded, Origen introduceth 
Celſus making this ohi-Rion avxainſt Chriſtianity, 
* Thar it corſiſted chiefly in Believing, that it was, 
as another ſays, Aiereb) dreamt © an Inſtitution, 
devoid of Proof aud Demonttiatiun , that rather 
oppreſs'd with the weight of its over-rnling Antho- 
rity, than referr'd Men to an impartial Tryal of it; 
and dozm tically oblig'd them to a blind ſubmiſſion 
to its Doctrines, without conſulting their Reaſon, 
Now the fame Anſwer which was given by the Fx. 
thers to this Objection, will ſerve our turn againſt 
the Modern Adverfaries of our Religion. That no 
Church ever expos'd her ſelf to a more publick view; 
She takes no refuge in the iznorance of her Com: 
manicants, but encourageth them to examine her 
Doctrmes, as well knowing, that they will ſtand the 
teſt of the niceſt ſcratiny, and that this examination 
(all prejudices apart) will happily end in a tvil con. 
viction of the truth of them. 

There is ſome reaſon indeed why the Church 0 
Rome is ſo zealous to keep both their Divine worſhip 
and Scripture ſo ſecrer, leaſt by Rea ſing the one, 
the People ſhould become ſo wiſe, as ro diſcover the 
Errors and Corruptions of the other, God's great 
name be prais'd, this is not our Caſe: The more you 
behold the beauty and charms of our Religion, the 
more you will be in love with it; the more yon 
obſerve the deſigns and tendancy of its Doctrines 
the more zealous you wilt be in the defence of them. 
But to purſue the moſt vertu2us Cauſe without the 
directions of Judgment, however fond we may de 
of our own choice, the Chimera of the Brain, cannot 
properly be call'd true Chriſtian Zeal, whoſe obſe 

vious Attendant is Knowledge; but a humour, 
ullen obſtmacy, that moves not according to Pri 
ciple, but Will. 
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that that, which is the life of Chriſt ianity, does not 
prove its fatal Diſeaſe, and thereby Rel gion, like a 
Heflick Body, be conſum'd by its own heat: There- 
fore in Zeal for Truth it ſelf we muſt keep within 
the tinted bounds of lawful means. Moral Good 
and Evil are of ſo obſtinate a nature, that they will 
not bend to the opinions of Men. nor is the nature 
of them alterable at pleaſure. No ſanctified Zeal 
for God an! his Church will juſtify our doing that, 
which is morally, and in it ſelf evil, This Sc. Paul 
hath lay'd down, as a Rule to be eternally obſerv'd 
among Chriſtians, when in the the d to the Romans 
he declares their Danination to be juft who ſay, let us 
do Evil, that Good mi come, Let onr point then 
never fo good, we muſt not have recourſe ro unjuſt 
methods to compaſs it; a dear purchaſe at the ex- 
pence of Vertue and Honeſty, If fo, hw will our 
wow'd Fnemies the Romanifts acquit themſelves at 
the laſt day, who, irſtead of inſtructing them, hat 
oppoſe them, in the ſpirit of meekreſs, and captiva- 
ung their Underſtanding by dint of Reaſon and Ar- 
gument , endeavour to convert them by ſanguinary 
methods, Cruſado's, and a barbarous I-gu ſition? Is 
this the way to advance Chriſt's Kingdom, or do 
they not thereby ra: her promote that of the Prince 
if Dark.eſs? He muſt: have read the Scripture with 
very ſtrange byaſe upon his mind, who can turn his 
thoughts to the juſtification of ſuch proceedings, ſo 
diretly contrary to the tenour of them. Can that 
be a true Zral, which inſpires Men with fo wild a 
ory, and prompts them to commit ſuch outrages, 
s a mere Son of the Earth, afſiited only with the 
glimmerings of feeble Reaſon, ſtartles at? The nee 
lure of Man, notwithſtanding what the Malmsbury 
Ihiloſopher ſays to the contrary, is Gentle, Meek aud 
Mercitul, Strange! that any ching, that goes under 
the venerable name of Religion, ſhould fo perfectly 
liveſt Men of Humanity, and transform them into 
Wolves and Tygers! May not then that, which our 
Bleſſed Saviour told his Diſciples, when in a fir of 
Rage, they would have 1 for Fire from Heaven 
2 do 


9 
24ly, Another Caution abſolutely neceſſary here is, 


my nn yn I a En EIN as ns — = 


/ 


all Coriſtian Zeal has its heets, but not ſo much & 


to conſume the Samaritans, be jnſtly applied to them. 
Te know not what ſpirit ye are of? But we have the 
more reaſon to take care, how we govern our Zea 
becauſe that Moles himſelf, that great Exemplar 0 
Mee ſtneſt when Tea'ons for God, at the Waters | 
Aeribih, was ſo provokd, that he ſnake unad viſedl 
with his lips, Pial, 106, 32 In ſhort, Z-al is never 
more amiable, never moveth with more decorun, 
nav, with more advantage to our ſelves, ard others, 
ban when Mercy ſe deth it running down the 
heeks. This muſt file cf the ruggedneſs of wr 
Nature, becalm and temper our Spirit, which my 
otherwiſe hurry ns away to the trouble of others 
and ruin of our ſelves ; but it can never do that, if 
Mercy he our Af-(r. But | am aware, that a Re. 
ligious Zeal is ſubje& to a deſect, as well, as Excel; 
The Exceſs is a Spiritual Phrenzy, a Pious madneß 
of Mind, an intemperate Fury, that hurries all be. 
fore it upon dangerous miſtakes and miſcarriages 
The Defe& is a Laodicean Lukewarmneſs, or Cold. 
neſs in Religion, or if you will have it, becauſe it is 
a more faſhwnable word, Moderation. 
Lukewarmneſs in Religion, or a careleſs Indiffe— 
rency to all Religions, which carries an even hand 
at leaſt towards different Eſtabliſhments, as bad, 
as if we proſeſs'd none at all. | 
To maintain our Religion by Cruelty and Injuſtice 
is w--/e, than if we profeſod none at all. | 
He that looks two different ways feldom ſteers his 
core aright; and to halt between two Opinions, 55 
to b: neither found nor firm in either. Tho' God 
loves a ben, yet he hates a div ded Heart. /oae- 
ratin, as 11 is oppos'd to Ze, acted according t0 
Chriſtian meaſures, in the defence of the great and 
fundamental Truths of the Goſpel, can never paß 
for a Vertue, however it may be thought, as ths 
times go, an inſtance of gainful Prudence and WI 
dom, a compendious way to ſome Mens favour.” To 
bring, this marter to a ſhort iſſie : Tis true indeed 


to {corn our Charity; none, but what are re fracte 
by Humility and Mercy. If it be a Fire, as one fay 
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it is that pure Elementary one, which the Peripete. 
ticks talk of, which is but of a moderate heat; but 
yet not ſo moderate, as to dwindle into a Joathſome 
Liukewarmneſs, and chilly Coldneſs in Religion, 
which God abhors; not ſo moderate to extinguiſh all 
warmth for our Sacreg Profeſſion : It produces a clear, 
propitions, pare Flame, that gently fans, and not 
ceſtroys, that is apt to cheriſh, not conſume our 
Adverlaries, It is meek and gentle under its own 
Aﬀron:'s, but warm and bold againſt thoſe which 
are offer d to God. But it is time, that I pro- 
ceed, ‚ 


III. To enquire briefly, what damps and ſt fles this ſo 


neceſſary a Duty. 


And the 1} thing I ſhall name, is Cowardiſe. Though 
Chriitians have tworn Fidelity to Chriſt, as cheir 
Captain, and taken his Croſs upon them, that they 
will not be aſham'd; yet how do they ſhrink from 
his Service, When they find it Hot and Perillous, 
and are abath'd at the approach of Danger? It is uſual 
with ſome to promile mighty matters by the haſty 
effort of their Zeal, when all is Calm and Serene ; 
but when the heat of Tribulation ariſeth, how do 
they fall away like Water, as the Pialmilſt expreſſeth 
u? Pſalm 58.6. How 1s their onrage Diſpirited, 
and they, a> Sum pſon, become Weak and like auother 
Man ? All their glittering Reſolutions Varith, like a 
morning cloud, lie the early dew, that paſſes away, 
and the Heart like Nabal's, is as cold as a Stone, It 
is a ſad thing to conſider, how bold ſome are in ven- 
turing upon the molt delperate Sins, and yet how 
tame and faint-hearted in the Defence of Truth, bow 
baſhfal in the Cauſe of God? A Cunning Artifice to 
Sleep in a whole Skin! Such Men ſeem to me of ſo 
nice and tender a Conſtitution, that they will not un- 
dergo any Difficulties for Conſcience Sake, and if 
they get nothing Ly Chritt Jeias, they will be ſure to 
loſe nothing by him. What we falſly call our Honour, 
is Sacrea and Inviplable, and like the Ark of old, 
muſt not be tnc but upun pain of Death ROO 

then 


| 
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then we ſhall feel ſome Reſentment, ſome ſparks of 
Fire glowing in our Breaſts, when the Authority of rec 
God is Revil'd and Inſulted. But alats! Let the MN 
Cannon-mouth'd Swearer employ his Blaſphemous let 
Tongue againſt Heaven in execrable Oaths, How is ll tha 
the Company too often hector'd and brav'd out of lea 
their Piety, and that Duty they owe to God ? Let 
the Honour of Religion be run down, who dare with- . 
ſtand the Multitude, and ſtem the Tide of a Potent I ry 
Faction? Some are ſo Cowardly, and ſo Bold, as to Ml (+: 
think, that ſhou'd the Times turn, What would be | 
come of me then. 1 I ſho id ftir? And thus many (ha 
are content to ſit ſtill, and neglect a preſent Duty, N cal 
for fear of a poſſible future Inconvenience, But Re- bo 
member, O Chriſtian, whoſoever thou art, that the ple 
Fearful, as well, as the Vnbelievine, ſli. II have their qd 
in the Lake, that burneth with Fire and Brunftone, ¶ off. 
— 21. 8. Filial fear in a Chriſtian is a Duty, but the 


Cowardiſe is a Crime. W. 
2aly, Covetouſneſs and Self- Intereſt is apt to ſiifle * 
our Teal. * 


Judas, we know, Sold our Saviour at the vile rate the 
of thirty pieces of Silver: But the ſhining Beauties of I tho 
the World, Preferment and Honour, Wealth and and 
Glory, have that Addreſs and Management, that the WW the 
Devil had the Confidence to tempt our Saviour him- ces. 
ſelf ro fall down and worſhip him, when he ſhew'd hin Alt. 
the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory of them, and of 
offer d them to him at that Price, But how few of us WW ,, 
have Hearts to ſay, with our Lord and Maſter, get of 
thee hence, when the World Sooths and Careſſes us! WM no 
With what Regret and Mortification do we deny MW the 
the Neighbourly proffers it makes? This is the hu- WM Re; 
mour of the World; let the Church and Religion a f. 

o Which way it will, let what will become of Chri- ture 

ianity, ſo they can ſecure their own private Inte- dy 
reſt, all is well enough with them. we 

Trade now with the Dealing People, is cried up for 
the Great Diana, to which, Religion, and all (if 
they can carry it) muſt ſtrike Sail, But alas! tis 
a grand Miſtake, an Error even in Politicks , * if 
they 


they make a right eſtimate of things, they will aſſu- 
redly find that their Intereſt is involv'd in the Wel- 
fare and Honour of Religion; if that once go down, 
let them no more imagine themſelves ſafe, than he, 
that ſhould ſleep ſecurely in a Ship, While it were 
leaky and ſinking. 


34ly, An humour of getting the good Will of eve- 
ry one, and becoming popular, is another thing, that 
cramps and cools Mens Zeal for Religion. 
Nor are there wanting ſome Miniſters, ( to their 
ſhame he it ſpoken) that, out of this Sordid, Paraſiti- 
cal, complying humour, ſtudy to Preach thoſe 
Doctrines, and in thoſe Methods, which may moſt 
pleaſe their Auditory, and give ſome Truths the Mo- 
diſh turn, leaſt they ſhould grate their Ears, and 
offend their Sqeamiſh; Q1alm-fick Stomachs, that fo 
they may come off with Applauſe, and the Good 
Will of the People. But ſuch Perſons would do well 
to conſider in time, whether they ought not to ſer 
a higher value upon Truth, that Sacred Depcſs'um 
committed to our Charge, and the Reputation of 
the Church, of which they are Members, than 
thoſe empty trifling Applauſes which they Courr, 
and perhaps among ſome (of the ſame leaven with 
themſelves) purchaſe by theſe Popular Complian- 
ces. It is the Duty ſurely of us, who ſerve at the 
Altar, and have the honour to Interpret the Mind 
of God, fo to handle the Divine Woid, as not to 
go beyond it, to ſay leſs or more. But what fort 
of Religion are we like to have, if it muſt be 
modell'd to the Inclinations, Faſhions, and Mind of 
the People ? Nor is it to be wondred, if this 
Remifſneſs in Private Perſons be look'd upon as 
a faſhionable Quality, and a piece of Good Na- 
ture, by which, out of fear of Diſobliging any Bo- 
dy, or getting any one's III- will, all the Duties 
we owe to Gad, are accounted indifferent Things; 
Things, wherein none, that would be thought 
Civil and Well-bred, is to be concern d. Such is 
the univerſal decay of Religion, that to tell a 
Friend of a Fault is not, as the World goes, ac- 
cording 


— 


cording to the nice Rules of Good- breeding. This 
is indeed a Mealy mouth'd Friendſhip, for want of 
a words (peaking, to ſuffer him to do unhang. 
ſomely and dangerouſly ; to let one go to Hell ot 
of Complaiſance, is ſuch a Civiliry, as the Devil bf 
will afford any ove. But 7h ſhilt love thy Rrotizer, Mu 
and not { fer Sin upon him, is the Divine Kule, 
But think what we will. for any Chriſtian to ſtand 
by meekly, without expreſſing high diſlike , and 
hear God's Name Blaſphem'd, and bis Hon ur 
: Wounded. this Civility, or call it what you will, vard 
the fear of diſobliging a Neighbour, a Friend or le MM... 
ſing his Love, would make me acceſſ y to the Blaſ. 
phemy, and by being Acceſſ.iry to becom Principal, 


4thly, Another thing, which uſually ſtifles cur Zeal 
for Religion, is Lazineſs. 

This fatal Principle, when it prevails, f-tters all 
our Noble Faculties, retards the flights of the Soul, 
and makes it unfit for any vigorous improvements, 1 
It is this, that Robs Religion of the Service due to . 
it; it ſo incapacitates the freedom of the Mind, as 
that it never attempts any thing, that is Good and 
Generous : Whatever Innocence or Inoffenſiveneis it 
may pretend to, it has only the Form, none of the 
Power of Godlineſs, Love is a warm Paſſion, and 
where tis fix'd on any agreeable Object, will not 
ſuffer us to ſpeak or act coldly about it: How will 
you be able therefore to convince the Thinking 
part of the World, that you are inwardly Influenc'd 
by the Fear and Love of God, and not expreſs, 
upon all firting occaſions, your high concern for 
his Rights and Honour? No ſurely : Such a Holy 
Fervour will find a vent, ſpread it ſelf far and near, 
inflaming and encouraging all about us. Did we 
not ſee Men indefatigable in the Proſecution of their 
Temporal Intereſt, we ſhould not jo much von— 
der to ſee them indifferent how, and in what 
manner the Affurs of Religion are manag'd- and 
carried on. How will Men be ever able to diſcern 
the Beauty of Holineſs, or the Power and Efficacy 
of Divine Truths, from the Practice of ſuch, — 
ave 


I 


his are not Love enough to put them upon any Ex- 
of pence, nor Vigour enough to put them upon any 
d. ard = for the ſake of God and Vertue? 

_ And ſhall theſe recieve u Crown of Righteouſneſs ? 


Shall theſe partake in the Tryumph of the laſt 
Day? It can never be: Shall Heaven be Proſtituted 
o the lazy Wiſhes of ſach, as will not take any 
ins to be ſav'd? They do nothing worthy of the 
Goſpel, nothing worthy of the Spirit of God, and 
therefore let them not expect any ſhare of the Re- 
yard hereafter for Well-doing, which ſhall be given 
mly to the good and faithful ſervant, Thus having 
pointed at ſome of the Cauſes, tat generally damp 
md cool our Zeal towards Religion, 1 come in the 
burth place, 


IV. To declare the Object, about which it ought to be 
employ'd. | | 


And for this I need go vo further than my Text, 
| is good to be Zealouſly ajfetted always in a good thing. 
t muſt be plac'd upon right Objects, ſuch as may be 
„ot only Materizlly, but in all Circumſtances found 
) be a' Good Thing, If we miſtake our Cauſe, if 
we take that for Good, which is Evil, or that for 
Evil, which is Good, here we let fly our Zeal at 
Random, : 
That we may then proceed upon ſafe Grounds, 


= kt God's Ronour and Service be the Object of our 
= Lal; theſe are the proper Matter for it, and are 
g + Þ be pfofecuted with the utmoſt Warmth and 


Vigour- of all our Faculties; here is room for the 
1017 rot entarg'd Paſlions and Deſires of the Soul. In 
al, the firſt place then, Let us follow Righteouſneſs 5 let 
e keep che Faith let ws hold faſt our Profeſſion, 
mhour' wavering. Now the Chriſtian Religion muſt 
be allow'd by all, to have in it all the Majterly 
roaks of Divinity, to carry the innate (Character 


: of Imtomprehentible Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to bs 
cern the Tran 7 2 of God the Author and Finifher © 
= tur Faith, If fo, there is no Perſon, that hcars mY 


fit will look upon a as indiſpenſibly oblig'7 
| a 2 
to 


to poſſeſs his Mind with a Juſt Veneration for 
this Sacred Proſeſſion, to maintam a firm and 
urſhoken Zeal for it, in the cloſe retirement of fit! 
his Heart and t» be ready, in Words anc Actions dire 
t expreſs it, by a Vigorous and Juſt Defence oi fon 
it, on 1 
But ſince this one Profeſſion is ſo Modified, andthe 
there are ſo many Perſwaſions in the World, fo ma-{Win 2 
ny d.ſtm& Churches (et up, ell pretending to this|the 
Religion, it is no wonder, that Men are at App 
mighty ſtand and puzzled, Which way to ſteerWpecu 
their Courſe, Some dreſs it up (© fine in Antck 
Habit, with ſo many gawdy Trappings and Or 
ments, that it is LY to find, what the rake 
Truth of the Thing is: And others render it ( 
Plain and Mean, that a Man is tempted to De 
ſpiſe ir, Amidſt ſuch a diſtracting Variety of Opi 
nions, ſuch a Maze and Labyrmth of Controver 
ſies, you will be apt to ſay, Where ſhall we Fu! 
With whom thall we caſt our Lot? In this caſe 
thereforefore it will be adviſable to have recourſe 
to the Scriptures, the only Standard and Touch-ſtons 
of Truth: Thele are the true Canon of the Chri 
ſtian Religion, which is fitted for all Capacities, chat 
every Man may ſee the Grounds of his Faith, Realo 
it ſelf being the Umpire. In whatioever Church, 6 
Bod) of Men, you find the greateſt deferenct 
paid to theſe, where they are Acknowledg'd to be 
a compleat Syſtem of Faith and Manners , there 
Detteve your ſelves to have the Purity and Trutt 
of the Goſpel, And here I can fafcly affirm, that 
the Dottrines of our Eſtabliſn'd Religion be noc 
ther, than what the Apoſtles taught the Church 
than what Chriſt taught the Apoſtles; than wha 
Chriſt receiv'd from God the Father, witkovt an 
addition, or diminution whatſoever. A Church thi 
takes not its Riſe from that Headleſs Monſter 
uncertair Oral Tradition, nor even from the Decree 
of General Conncils, unleſs it may be declard 
_ is, manifeſtly provid ) that, what they 0! 
ain'd, be taken out of the Holy Scriptures, Thek 
ſhe, like a tender Mother, recommends to the cate 


( 19.) 
and en Peruſal of her Sons, and provides, that they be 
m _oM fvithfully and duly interpreted by ſuch, who, m a 
tions, direct line of Succeſſion, receive their Comm:ſhon 
\ce oi from Chriſt himſelf, Here's no drowning Relig!» 
on in Shew and Formality, nor burying it ma 
„ andthe load of Ceremonial Rubbiſhz no dreſſing it up 
>» m. In a fHlanting Pomp and Garb to ſet her off, as - 
) thisMthe Papiſt does, nor is ſhe Rudely and Slovinely 
at aM4pparell'd, like the Fanaticky but Cloath'd in dreſſes 
ſteerMpeculiar to a manly Religion, not to dazzle our 
mac eyes with too much Luſtre, or regale our Senſes, 
OrnaMnvd fix there, but to ſerve the Reaion and Judg- 
raked ment of the Mind z; Attir'd only with a few Ce- 
it te vonies, deſcended from an Ancient Family, ha- 
Deine the Countenaace of Antiquity, and very much 
Op. becoming the Gravity and Sobriety of Religion. A 
roverMChurch, which enjoyns no Prayers in an Unknown 
Eu ongue, contrary to the Senſe of the Scriptures; 
; caſMWoor dues ſhe leave us, like our Sectories, in our 
-ourſeMWolemn Addreſſes to Heaven, to the indeliberaie 
tone buggeſt ions of a Roving Fancy, and abortive Effu- 
ous, which are conceiv'd, and brought forth in the 
ame Moment; but has preſcribd a Lirurgy, or 
Form of Prayer, compos'd with the greateſt Piery 
nd moſt artful Wiſdom, which may buldly Chal- 
lenge all its Enemies, and ſay in the Words of our 
dear Lord, Which of you convinceth me of Sin ? 
eres no Praying to Saints and Angels, na Ado- 
ing Pictures, Shrines, Relicks and Images; no 
Doctrine imperiouſly obtruded on our Faith, in flat 
nd direct oppoſition to our Reaſon, nay, to Senſe, 
b all our Senſes. A Church, that inviolabiy main- 
hins the Rights of the Civil Power, that owns 
tone for her true genuine Sons, but who are un- 
ninted in the Principles of Loyalty, as well as Re- 
bzon, and will no more Rob Cæſar of his Dues, 
than God of his Honour, I cannot behold, as one 
well obſerves, the Glories of our Conſtitution, with» 
y or"! delieving, that if a Perfect Church were to be 
These etected, the Engli Features, would be the better 
care bart of the Compoſi:ion. Is not this then an Obje&t- 
uWilerving our moſt enflim'd Zeal ? Hoy can we 
C2 for- 
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| (26) 
forbear ſaying of it, as the Diſciples did of its 
Author, Thou art he, and we ſeek no other : whithe 
ſhall we po, thou haſt the word: of eternal life? Shall not 
our Souls be ſteel'd with a Courage and. Reſolution 
that is impregnable, in Defenſe of it? Some Perſons 
may look upon our endeavours to aſſert the Truth 
of it, by Arguments and Anthority, to be but ; 
Tranſcript of Antichriſtian Pride and Tyranny, an 
the Zeal, which has been ſhown upon this occaſion 
bat the effect of an Intemperate Heat, which will a 
lengt Eftabliſh an Inquifetion, But yet to contend 
earneſtiy for the Faith, to be zealouſly affected in ; 
Good Cx: ie, will never be accounied by our Savi 
our (the beſt and moſt impartial Judge) inconſiſtent 
with the true Character of his Diſciples, who are 
oblig'd to come out, as one Man, in the Defence of 
his Holy Religion. 'Tis the common cry of toc 
mary, that thoſe, who ſtand up With the greateſt 
Zeal in the Vindication of cur Church, are at bel 
Popithly affected, and wait only for a good opportuni 
ty either of ſtepping over unto the Church of Kone 
or at leaſt Accommodating matters with Her, and 
meeting her half way. A very Cunning, (but Un- 
j.{t } and which hath been found too Succeſsful 
Neth to fix an indelible brand of Iniamy upon 
ſuch as are hearty lovers of our Religion, and think 
themizives oblig'd to contend earneſtly for it. 
What? Popiſhly affected! How falſe, how ſtale 
how thread-bare is that wretched Objection? When 
well the Faction ceaſe to object it to thoſe, Who 
(under God) are the moſt impregnable Security 
and Barrier againſt its return? Do they think 
that we have no regard to the awful Solemnity oh 
an Ceth? Since we have Sworn an Acknowledg: 
ment of, ard Adherence to both her preſent Ma. 
icfly.” ( whom God long continue among us) an 
the /rotefianet Srccefſicn, can they in Charity, and 
by the Laws of Chriftianity ſuppoſe we have any 
Atentael Keſer vation, or entertain any ſecret Evaſions 
avail a ee? Gd forbid : But let ſuch, as fun 
away with this cry take care, that they who are |v 


little acquainted with Popery now, as to accule Us, 
| 01 
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(21) 
of it, aſſiſt not that Religion fo long, and ſo effetu- 
ally, till * bring it in indeed, and learn what 
it is, by a dear experiment. | "I, 
If we myſt ſtill lie under the odious Character of 
* and Intemperate Men. becauſe we are in- 
exihly conſtant in the Profe ſſion of our Faith, be- 
cauſe we cannot gloze, and fall in with the corrup- 
tions of a degenerate Age; becavſe we are not dif. - 
pos'd to ſuch an univerſal latitude both in Opinion and 
practice, as ſome are, who can help it? Whether 
i: be better to ſuffer fer the Truth, or betray it, Aen 
and Brethren, judge ye. However our Fate may be, 
let us not blanch the true Principles of our Religion 
let. us not be {way'd by any Courtſhip, or tempted by 
the more gentle inſinuations of Intereſt, to wave any 
Doctrine of our Church, or let fall our zeal for a 
Canſe, which will ſtand the teſt of the ſtricteſt tryal 
and examination. But it is time that- I haſten to the 
laſt thing I propos'd to ſpeak to, namely, 


V. The Conſtancy of our Zeal: It is good to bs 
zealou/ly affected always, 


Which word Always is not without its particular 
weight and Enpoaſis ; for the Apoſtle in the next 
words, viz, not only, when I am preſent with you, 
ſeems to pe int out ſome, who in his preſence, were 
all over Zeal and Affection for the Cauſe of God and 
Religion, but no ſooner was he abſent, but they grew 
cold again, the Fire ſoon vaniſhd, like a Comet, 
and diſappear d. To prevent, and cure this Aguifh 
diſtemper, theſe fits of Heat and Cold, the Apoſtle 
requires, that our Zeal be laſting, as well as regular, 
that we [hould keep up and nouiſh this vital Flame, 
and, like the Fire upon the A'tar, let it never go out. 
But here, by the Cenſtamcy of our Zeal, I would not 
underſtood to mean, that we muſt always keep 
it up to the ſame intenſeneſs and degree, or that, 
every inſtant of our lives, we muſt be actually ex- 
erting it: For as to the former, ſuch are the weak» 
neſſes and unavvidable infirmities of human nature, 
that they will not allow of it, and the moſt con- 
10 | lummate 


| 
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tues, 


ſummate Vertue and Zeal will have its ebbings and 
flowings; and the latter, like all other moral Ver. 

( of which we ſay, that tho' they do ſemper 
obligare, yet they do not obligare ad ſemper ) muſt 
be reſtrain'd to proper ſeaſons and occaſions of it, i. e. 
when a good and juſtifiable Canſe, the Honour of 
God and Religion, or real good and benefit to our 
Neighbour offers it ſelf, or demands our aſſiſtance: 
Upon all ſach occaſions we muſt always be zealou/ly 
efted, and te be otherwiſe, is baſely to betray the 
uſe of God and Religion, and our Integrity too: 
For Religion is a Regular and Uniform thing; fits 
and ftarts of Devotion, will never complete the Cha- 
racter of a zealous, or even ſincere Chriſtian, Thus 
we are required patiently to continue in well doing; to 
be faithful unto death, and are told, that He (exclu- 


G 


five of any one elſe ) that endureth unto the end ſþhill 


be ſaved. All which expreſſions of Holy Writ, as 
they ſer forth a conſtancy, a progreſs and growth in 
religious Duties, ſo do they condemn that looſe, 
that deſultory and vagrant fort of Religion, tnat 
ſome Men have taken up, and can lay down again 
with the ſame eaſe, as they put on and off their 
Cloaths; who change their Principles, as they do 


Faſhions, and are Occafional Confermifts in all t᷑hoſe 


matters, wherein they ought to be immovably fixt 
and conſtant, 'Let a Sacred Fire be ever burning in 
our Breaſts towards God and his Holy Religion: 
But be it remembred, that Zeal, withoat the com- 

ny of other Vertues, is but a dangerous Gueſt. As 

otion, Light and Heat, when they are united in 
one Centre, make up and conſtitute the Glorious 
Eſfence of the Sung ſo muſt Charity, Humility, and 


an exemplary Lite and Converſation, be the main 


Ingredients in our Z-al, Then it is the greateſt or- 
nament and beauty of true Piety; then it adds a 
particular Grace to our — ms To ſay no more, 
when every petty Sect amongſt us are inflam d with 


blind Zeal in their Errors, ſhall we only be Loke- 
warm and indifferent, and not have one ſpark of Zeal 
in our Devotions * Far be it from as: Let us be all 
Life, feel a mighty Paſſion, be in-a kind of * 

ay 


Holy Affections in the exerciſes of our Sacred, Wiſe - 
and Excellent Religion. If we do not thus,. we may 
afſore our ſelves, that it is not all the advantages of 
our Profeſſion will ſave us; fo far from it, that they 
will ſerve only to upbraid our Folly, and aggravate 
our Condemnation. But if on the other ſide, as we 
have better Principles, and more Light and Reaſon on 
our fide, ſo we have proportionably more Fervency in 
our Spirits, more Holineſs in our Hearts and Lives, 
then ſhall our Faith, like the Guardian Angel in the 
Wilderneſs, ſupport us in all difficulties; our Piety 
remove the — Sword from the Gates of Para- 
due, and give us admiſhon to the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, and we ſhall, like the Seraphims, dwell for ever 
in the pure and unquenchable flames of the Divine 
Love, Our Religion ſhall be an honour to us, and 
venerable in the Eyes of the World; then ſhaſl our 
Church recover its Numbers, its Peace and Glory, 
and ſtand the ſhock of its Adverſaries, as being bull 
upon 4 Rock, which the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevai 
againſt, 8 


Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant, for the ſake 
F his Son, Teſts Coritt our Led. : 1 
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HE finfulneſs of Separation from the Eftabliſh\! 

Church of England: A Sermon Prea h*'d'in the ba- 

rita Church of St. Clement Danes, upon Suitday Filly . 1710 
By Mich. Sranbote, M. A. | a an” 

An Univerſity Oration concerning the different Fates of 
the Chriſtian Religion, [poken in the Publick Act of the 
 Vnivertity of Geneva the IIth DAY vt Ay, 7:1a7c8 lu 
which the Apoltolical Inſtitution of, Epitcoppoy Is aſſerte. 
Separation T the acconnt of Ceremony is condemn'd, and 
an univerſal Conformity of. the Proteſtant Churches to the 
aneient Dilcipline and Worſhip is wiſh'd for. By. Foy 
Alpbonſis Turretin, Paitor, Profeſſor of Divinity and Ec- 
clefiatucal Hittory, and Deputy Rector of tue Univerſity, 
The Se.ond Edition. To which is added, Dr, Nicholls 
Thanks to Mr. Turretin; Written by Or.er of the Society 
for Fropaganion, fox his Oration'of the different Fares, e- 
dicated 10 them, Annen 98 

An Oratiou of compoſing the Differences among Prote. 
ſtants, wherein the Points in Controverly betwee 1 the Lu- 
therans and Calviniſts are ſtated, and a Method of Recon- 
ciliation propoled, Ec. By the lame Author. 

Mercuri Theologicus : or, The Monthly Inſtructor ; brief 
ly explaining wy applying all Doctrines and Duties 0 
Chriſtian Keligion that are neceſſary to be believed and 
practiſed in order to Salvation. By a Divine of the Churc 
of England, Vol. I. treats of the following Subjects; Ot 
Happineſs, of Religion and Theology, of Human Keaion 
of Truth and Falthood, of Good and Evil, of Certauny 
of Law, of the Law of Nature, of Duty, of intellectus 
Virtue, of Knowledge, of Faith, of Wildom, or Prudence 
againſt Atheum, ot the Spirituality of God, of the Di 
vine Attributes in General, againit Politheilm, of the In 
mutability of God, of the Infinity of God, of the ln 
menfity of God, of the Eternity of God, of the Divilt 
— 4 of the Wiſdom of God, of the Divine P10 
vidence. | 


